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San j i Muto  
T I M E L E S S  M E S S A G E S 

THE MUTO FAM I L Y  
Research into the Muto Fami l y yi e l d ed  informati on on Sanj i Muto but li ttl e about o the r  fami l y  members .  Th is 
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(tel egraph an d tel ephone), postal savi ngs, ci g arette produc ti on, and we apons m anufactur i ng , noti ng th at onl y 
the recentl y -stabl i s hed Sovi et Uni on was doi ng thi s and posi ti ng that Ja pan w as pr acti ci ng soci al i s m. x v i  

He resi gned from Kane bo in 1930 and in 1931 est a bl i s hed Kokumi n Kai kan, a publ i c interes t incorpor ate d 
associ ati on, to rai se awarenes s an d underst andi ng of pol i ti cs and pol i ti cal thought among Ja pan's ci ti zenr y.   
Then, i n 1932, he wi thdrew from the Di et , a de ci si on due not onl y to hi s ag e  and associ ated  cost s  but al so a 
profound feel i ng that hi s efforts were not yi el di ng the desi red resul ts.  Sanj i bel i eved that pol i ti ci ans di d not 
have a cl ue as to what pol i ti cs were but nei ther di d th e Jap anes e  peo pl e .  He lamented, “I tri ed so hard to 
hel p them , but nothi ng in the past 5 to 10 years has cha nged,” ad di ng, “i t wi l l take a hundred ye ars for 
pol i ti cal educati on to take root in thi s country .” x v i i  

Publisher 
U pon exi ti ng from pol i ti cs, Sanji was asked  to re bui l d the newspa per Jiji Shinpo publ i shed by hi s mentor and 
renowned intel l ectual Yuki chi Fukuzawa .x v i i i    Ini ti all y rel uctant, Sanj i acce pted the chal l enge in 1932 havi ng 
recei ved strong sup port from fel l ow Kei o Uni vers i ty graduates.  Sanj i introduced col or pri nti ng to the 
Jap anes e newsp aper industr y an d starte d wri ti ng dai l y edi tori al s. x i x    

One  
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NUCL EAR AND EXTEN DED FAM I L Y  
As stated earl i er, li ttle informati on coul d be found on Sanj i Muto’ s nucl ear or extended fami l y.  Hi s el dest son, 
Ki nta Muto , appe ars to h ave been an art hi stori an  bu t li ttl e el se is known .  Fortunatel y , more detai l s were 
avai l abl e about Ki nta’ s son –  Sanj i ’ s grandson  –  H aru ta Muto .  Haruta w as born in 1937 and gradu ated fr om 
Kei o Uni vers i ty’ s law school in 1960.  He joi ned Dai wabo Co., Ltd. in the same year becomi ng a board 
member in 1988, presi dent an d chi ef executi ve offi c er in 1992, board ch ai rman in 2003, general counsel in 
2008, and seni or advi ser in 2013.  Harut a conti nues t o serve as presi dent of Kokumi n Kai kan (1978 -) and the 
Kyoto Nati onal Museum’ s Sei fukai Insti tute (2010 -).  Previ ous l y, he was a trustee of the Jap an Feder ati on of 
Economi c Organi zati ons (now the Jap an Busi nes s Fed erati on), chai rman of the Japan Spi nner s ’ Associ ati on, 
chai rman of the Jap an Texti l e Eval uati on Technol ogy Counci l, and presi dent of Osaka Fi ber Aca demy.  In 
1999, the Ja panes e government aw arded hi m the Medal of Honor wi th Bl ue Ri bbon.  
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Endnotes  

i  Keio Gijyuku was a Dutc h sc hool  established by noted Japanese educ ator an d intellec tual Yukic hi Fukuzaw a .  It 
would later evolve into Keio Gijyuku University . 
ii  Sanji searc hed for opportuni ties to reside with a host f am ily and  provide dom estic support (e.g., washing dish es, 
watering gar den s , etc. ) while com m uting bac k and forth to sc hool.  
iii  Sanji worked from 6:00 AM to 9:00 AM and then atten ded his morning classes.  At 11:30 AM, he returned to th e 
eatery to serve lunc h and wash dishes, before re tu rning  to class.  A gain , at 5:00 PM , he served dinner fin ally 
returning to his dorm i tory around 8:30 PM or 9:00 PM to study until 11:00 PM daily.   See 0Û���¥�• Fþ)��í�î�• >Ì
�J.(�£���¥�•$×)��  Fþ&}, 14-15. 
iv  See 0Û���¥�• Fþ)��í�î�• >Ì�J.(�£���¥�•$×)��  Fþ&}, 15-16. 
v  See �J.(�£�� Fþ›0b�ö Fø�| G"G�FàG�*L@, 23-24. 
vi  See �; Fû8—G�Fê�� Fû�k G�Fê��Ã G"#ÕFÝ�¤ FÔFï#è�J.(�£�� Fþ#Õ� , 77. 
vii  See �; Fû8—G�Fê�� Fû�k G�Fê��Ã G"#ÕFÝ�¤ FÔFï#è�J.(�£�� Fþ#Õ� , 142. 
viii  See �J.(�£��
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From roughly 1932 until World War II, Sanji welcomed students from Pacific every summer.  Haruta Muto 
revived this practice around 2007 at Daiwabo.xvi  The Muto Family has continued supporting education and 
cross-cultural understanding through PacificÕs Muto Room, 
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