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1. Contact the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate to begin applying for an F-1 student visa, after you receive 
an acceptance letter and Form I-20.  To find information on the visa application process, visit
http://www.usembassy.gov/.  Visa procedures can vary between embassies and consulates, depending on 
location.  In most countries, though, an appointment is required and can be made by telephone, mail, over 
the internet, or in person.  Additional information on visas can be found at
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/study/student-visa.html#overview.
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Secondary Inspection 

If the CBP officer at the port of entry cannot initially verify your information or if you do not have the required 
documentation, you may be directed to an interview area known as “secondary inspection”.  Secondary 
inspection allows officers to conduct additional research without causing delays for other arriving passengers. 

Under certain circumstances, the CBP officer may issue Form I-515A: Notice to Student or Exchange Visitor, which 
authorizes temporary admission into the United States.  If you receive a Form I-515, you must work with 
International Programs and Services to submit the proper documentation without delay.  Additional information 
about the Form I-515 can be found at https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/what-is-a-form-i-515a. 


