
INFORMATION ON OBTAINING A  
F-1 STUDENT VISA 

 
 
As an international student who will be temporarily residing in the United States, you are required to 
comply with United States immigration laws. The United States strictly enforces a very detailed set of 
rules and regulations governing foreign nationals. Your adherence to the requirements and procedures 
articulated below will help you to avoid unnecessary difficulties. Please read the information below 
carefully. 
 
SEVIS 
The Student Exchange and Visitor Information System (SEVIS) is an online database that connects the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) with U.S. colleges and universities by providing 
information on international students and scholars. Applicants for F-1 and J-1 visas are required to pay a 
one-time SEVIS fee of $350 to supplement the administration and maintenance costs of SEVIS.  
 
F-1 Student Visas  
Having a U.S. visa is like having a key to enter the country. The expiration date on your visa is the last 
day you may enter the United States from abroad. You need a valid visa every time you enter the country. 
Depending upon the type of visa you use to enter the U.S., you are subject to different guidelines in order 
to "maintain status" or remain in this country legally. The Graduate and International Programs office can 
help guide students through the application for F-1 student visas. 
 
Form I -20 
To apply for an F-1 visa, you will need a Form I-���������³�&�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�H���R�I���(�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���1�R�Q�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W��
�6�W�D�W�X�V���´���8�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���6�(�9�,�6���V�\�V�W�H�P�����W�K�H���*�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���D�Q�G���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���R�I�I�L�F�H���D�W���0�F�*�H�R�U�J�H���Z�L�O�O���L�V�V�X�H��
the Form I-20 under the following conditions: 
 

1. You have been fully admitted into a program of study at the law school; 
2. You have shown proof of financial support for the first year of study. You must submit a complete 

Certification of Finances form along with the required supporting documents. 
3. You have paid your tuition deposit through your portal. 

 
 

PROCESS 
 
Step 1: Certification of Finances  �± This form is used to show proof of financial support for your first year 
of study. You must demonstrate sufficient funding to cover all expenses including tuition, fees, books and 
living expenses. Funding may come from your own personal account, a private sponsor's account and/or 
scholarships or loans that have been approved. In addition to filling out the form, you will need to provide 
adequate verification of the funds. Verification documents include: 
 

�x Letter from your bank or your sponsor's bank stating the available funds. The letter must be on 
official letterhead and dated within the last three months; and/or 

�x Official award letter stating the amount and duration of the scholarship/grant awarded, if 
applicable; and/or 

�x Loan approval letter from the granting institution, stating the loan amount, if applicable. 
 
See the Certification of Finances form below for more information. 
 
Copies of the financial verification documents may be sent to the law school (by email is fine). The 
originals should be retained by you so that you will have them available when applying for your visa at the 
U.S. embassy/consulate and for use at the port of entry. 
 
 
 
 
 



http://www.fmjfee.com/
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home
mailto:ckucera@pacific.edu
mailto:aaguena1@pacific.edu
mailto:kwurschum@pacific.edu
mailto:meconome@pacific.edu
mailto:graduatelaw@pacific.edu


CERTIFICATION OF FINANCES 
Univers
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*If you have more than one sponsor, you must provide a letter from each sponsor and a letter 
from each sponsor's bank. If there is more than one person on a bank account, each person must 
sign a sponsor letter. 

 
 
C. Other Official Documents 
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E. Application for I-20  
Complete and return to McGeorge Graduate & International Programs. 
 

Family Name (Surname)  

First Name (Given name)  

Date of Birth:  Month  Day  Year  

City and Country of Birth  

Country of Citizenship  

Country of Permanent Residence  

Date of First Enrollment in LL.M. Program  

Expected Date of Graduation  

Email  

Phone Number  
 
 
Dependents (Complete ONLY if spouse or children will accompany you to the U.S.) 
If you need additional space, please provide information on an attached page. 
 
Dependent Number 1 

Family Name (Surname)  

First Name (Given name)  

Date of Birth:  Month   Day  Year  

City and Country of Birth  

Country of Citizenship  

Country of Permanent Residence  
 
 
Dependent Number 2 

Family Name (Surname)  

First Name (Given name)  

Date of Birth: Month  Day  Year  

City and Country of Birth  

Country of Citizenship  

Country of Permanent Residence  
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EXAMPLE OF COMPLETED FORM 
 

 
 

Applicant Dependents Total 

Amount to be assured and source 

Amount 
Source* 

(myself, sponsor such as parents, 
scholarship, etc.) 


	Family Name Surname: 
	First Name Given name: 
	Month: 
	Day: 
	Year: 
	City and Country of Birth: 
	Country of Citizenship: 
	Country of Permanent Residence: 
	Date of First Enrollment in LLM Program: 
	Expected Date of Graduation: 
	Email: 
	Phone Number: 
	Family Name Surname_2: 
	First Name Given name_2: 
	Month_2: 
	Day_2: 
	Year_2: 
	City and Country of Birth_2: 
	Country of Citizenship_2: 
	Country of Permanent Residence_2: 
	Family Name Surname_3: 
	First Name Given name_3: 
	Month_3: 
	Day_3: 
	Year_3: 
	City and Country of Birth_3: 
	Country of Citizenship_3: 
	Country of Permanent Residence_3: 
	Source myself sponsor such as parents scholarship etcUS_3: 
	Dependents will accompany me to the US Number of dependents: Off
	undefined: 
	I please print your name: 
	University of the Pacific is US: 
	year for the above listed dependents is US: 
	I am sponsoring myself I have enclosed a letter from my bank: Off
	I have a sponsor I have enclosed a letter from the sponsor and a letter from the sponsors bank: Off
	I have more than one sponsor I have enclosed a letter from each sponsor and a letter from each: Off
	A government agency or institution is my sponsor I have enclosed a letter of sponsorship: Off
	Date: 
	Address: 


