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EMPLOYMENT AND PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
 
January 2017 to present: 

Professor of law, University of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law 
 
January 2013 to 2017: 

Associate Dean for Strategic Initiatives and Professor of Law, University of the 
Pacific McGeorge School of Law 

 
January 2008 to Present: 

Professor of Law & Senior Counsel, Capital Center for Government Law and 
Policy, University of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law. 

 
January 2008 to Present: 
 Federal Receiver in Charge of California’s Prison Medical Care System. 
 
January 2013 to Present: 

Member, Sacramento Federal Judicial Library and Learning Center Foundation 
Board. 

 
September 1986 to January 2008: 

Professor of Law & Director, Capital Center for Government Law and Policy, 
University of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law. 

 
May 2002 to December 2007: 

Chief Information Officer, State of California. Appointed by Governor Gray Davis 
and Re-Appointed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

 
November 2000 to January 2011: 

Chair, California Earthquake Authority.  Appointed by Governor Gray Davis and 
Re-Appointed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

 

mailto:ckelso@pacific.edu


April 2003 to September 2003: 
Interim Director, Department of General Services. Appointed by Governor Gray 
Davis. 

 
February 2001 to May 2002: 

Scholar in Residence.  California Administrative Office of the Courts. 
 
July 2000 to September 2000: 

Acting Insurance Commissioner, State of California.  Nominated by Insurance 



 
October 1994 to May 1996: 

President, Board of Directors, Davis Comic Opera Association. 
 
November 1994 to January 1995: 

Reporter, California Judicial Council Select Coordination Implementation 
Committee. 

 
April 1994 to January 1995: 

Reporter, California Judicial Council Court Technology Task Force. 
 
June 1993 to February 1994: 



 
2014 Elizabeth G. Hill Public Official of the Year, American Society for Public 
Administration – Sacramento Chapter. 
 
California Information Technology Hall of Fame, Inducted February 26, 2014. 
 
California Lawyer’s “34 Lawyers Who Made A Profound Impact on the Law in 2007.” 
 
Daily Journal’s Top 100 Lawyers in California for 2007. 
 
Named to Premier 100 IT Leaders for 2007, Computerworld. 
 
Top 25 Award for “2004 Doers, Dreamers and Drivers,” Government Technology. 
 
Distinguished Achievement Award. California Public Sector CIO Academy, Government 
Technology Conference. February 5, 2004. 
 
Award of Recognition.  Justice & Technology Forum & Justice & Public Safety 
Conference, Government Technology.  May 16, 2000.  Sacramento, California. 
 
1998 Bernard E. Witkin Amicus Curiae Award.  California Judicial Council.  Annual 
award given to an individual other than a member of the judiciary for outstanding 
contributions to California’s courts. 
 
EDUCATION 
 
J.D., Columbia University School of Law, 1983. 

Managing Editor, Journal of Transnational Law. 
President, Columbia Advocates for the Arts. 

 
B.A., University of Illinois, 1980. 

Philosophy (major), Mathematics (minor). 
Phi Beta Kappa. 

 
CONSULTING ON SIGNIFICANT LITIGATION 
 
Three Boys Music Corp.v. Bolton, 212 F.3d 477 (9th Cir., May 9, 2000) (consulted with 
Pierce O’Donnell in successfully representing Ronald Isley and Three Boys Music as 
appellee defending a jury verdict against Sony and Michael Bolton for copyright 
infringement). 
 
Broadman v. Commission on Judicial Performance, 18 Cal.4th 1079 (1999) (co-authored 



amicus brief with Professor Stephen Barnett on behalf of the California Judges Association). 
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Legislative Practice, September 17, 1996). 
 
“A Legal Assessment of SB 331 (Hurtt, Costa, Johnson) – The Three-Strikes ‘Fix’,” 
(Institute for Legislative Practice, July 1, 1996). 
 
“A Legal Assessment of Record Certification in Capital Appeals,” (co-authored with 
Angela Johnson) (Institute for Legislative Practice, June 27, 1996). 
 
“Possible Legislative Responses to the California Supreme Court’s Decision in People v. 
Romero,” (Institute for Legislative Practice, June 21, 1996). 
 
“A Legal Assessment of AB 2068 (Richter) -- Hearsay; Physical Abuse -- As Proposed to 
be Amended in the Senate,” (Institute for Legislative Practice, June 13, 1996). 
 
“A Legal Assessment of Proposition 198 (Open Primary),” (Institute for Legislative 
Practice, February 8, 1996). 
 
“Report of the Select Coordination Implementation Committee,” 
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“Corrections and Sentencing Reform: The Obstacle Posed by Dehumanization,” 46 
McGeorge L. Rev. 893 (2015). 
 
“California Supreme Court: Defining the Boundaries.” The California Bar Journal 
(September 2012). 
 
“A Focus on the Familiar.” The California Bar Journal (August 2011). 
 
“The George Court Comes to a Close.” The California Bar Journal (September 2010). 
 
“Access to Justice: A Broader Perspective,” 4 Loy. L.A. L. Rev. 1147 (2009) (with 
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“A Proposal for Wholesale Reform of California’s Sentencing Practice and Policy,” 38 
Loy. L.A. L. Rev. 903 (2004). 
 
“Notes on the California Supreme Court’s 2003-2004 Term.” The California Bar Journal 
(September 2004). 
 
 “Vieth v. Jubelirer: The Legality of Partisan Gerrymanders,” 3 Election L.J. 47 (2004). 
 
“To Err Is Human, To Defer Sublime.” The California Bar Journal (September 2003). 
 
“California’s Unfair Competition Law: Regulatory Balance or Unlevel Playing Field?,” 
Competition (Summer 2003). 
 
“Book Review – Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,” 1 Election L.J. 75 (2002). 
 
“Reform of California’s Grand Jury System,” 35 Loyola L.A. L. Rev. 513 (2002) (with 
Michael Vitiello). 
 
“Rulings Muddy Waters on 1st Amendment.” The California Bar Journal (September 
2002). 
 
“A Healthy Balance of Decisions.”  The California Bar Journal (October 2000). 
 
“Statutory Interpretation: Four Theories in Disarray,” 53 SMU Law Review 81 (2000) 
(co-author Charles D. Kelso). 
 
“The California Supreme Court’s 1998-1999 Term: Striking the Balance.”  The California 
Bar Journal (September 1999). 
 
“Due Process in Consumer Arbitration,” ABA Journal of Dispute Resolution (Summer 
1998) (with Thomas J. Stipanowich). 
 
“Technology Speeds Capital Appeals,” Government Technology, p. 28 (March 1996). 
 
“Time, Place, and Manner Restrictions on Extrajudicial Speech by Judges,” 28 Loyola 
L.A. L. Rev. 851 (1995). 
 
“Proposition 13, the Search for Revenues, and Unintended Consequences,” California 
Constitution Revision Commission News, p. 4 (April 1995). 
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“Improving Accountability--Thoughts on Unfunded Mandates,” California Constitution 
Revision Commission News, p. 3 (March 1995). 
 
“Most Courtrooms in California Can’t Match Judge Ito’s,” The Los Angeles and San 
Francisco Daily Journals, p. 6 (Sept. 29, 1994). 
 
“Keep Politics Off the Bench--County-Wide Judicial Elections Preserve Judicial 
Independence,” The Los Angeles Daily Journal (April 13, 1994) (with Cruz Reynoso). 
 
“Sixty Years of Torts: Lessons for the Future,” 29 Tort & Ins. Practice J. 1 (1994). 
 
“Using Technology to Improve the Justice System,” Information Technology, p. 10 
(May/June 1994) (with Justice George Nicholson and Steve E. Kolodney). 
 
“Review of the Supreme Court’s 1992-93 Term for the Transnational Practitioner,” 6 
Transnat'l Lawyer 487 (1993). 
 
“False Light Privacy: A Requiem,” 32 Santa Clara Law Rev. 783 (1993). 
 
“Psychology and Psychiatry in the Law,” 24 Pacific L.J. i (1993). 
 
“Commercial Torts--1992 Developments,” 28 Tort & Ins. Practice J. 178 (1993) (with 
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“Significant Cases Interpreting Proposition 8,” 23 Pacific L.J. 1287 (1992) (with Brigitte 
A. Bass). 
 
“Review of the Supreme Court’s 1990-91 Term and Preview of the 1991-92 Term for the 
Transnational Practitioner,” 4 Transnat'l Lawyer 391 (1992). 
 
“Technology in the Courthouse,” 44 Am. Jur. Trials 1 (1992). 
 
“Commercial Torts--1990 Developments,” 26 Tort & Ins. Practice J. 196 (1991). 
 
“Review of the Supreme Court's 1989-90 Term and Preview of the 1990-91 Term for the 
Transnational Practitioner,” 2 Transnat’l Lawyer 393 (1990). 
 
“Good ratings, bad history—Marshall’s comments aren’t unique,” The Atlanta Journal 
and Constitution, Op-Ed (August 22, 1990). 
 
“Review of the Supreme Court’s 1988-89 Term and Preview of the 1989-90 Term for the 
Transnational Practitioner,” 2 Transnat’l Lawyer 353 (1989). 
 
“Brown v. Abbott Laboratories and Strict Products Liability,” 20 Pacific L.J. 1 (1988). 
 
“The Supreme Court's 1987-88 Term: Implications for the Transnational Practitioner,” 1 
Transnat’l Lawyer 391 (1988). 
 
“A Dialogue on Legal Education as it Approaches the Twenty-First Century” (1987) (co
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“Substantive Due Process as a Limit on Police Power Regulatory Takings,” 20 
Willamette Law Rev. 1 (1984) (collaborator with C. Kevin Kelso). 
 
“Problems of Interpretation Under the 1980 Computer Amendment,” 23 Santa Clara L. 
Rev. 1001 (1983). 
 
“The United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods: 
Contracts Formation and the Battle of Forms,” 21 Colum. J. Transnat’l Law 529 (1983). 
 
ADDRESSES AND APPEARANCES 
 
“Navigating the Choppy Waters of Public Discourse.” Norcal JSA, Winter Congress, 
February 24, 2018, Sacramento, CA. 
 
Annual Review of the Supreme Court’s Term. Sacramento Chapter, Federal Bar 
Association. Every August from 1991-2010; 2015-2016. 
 
“Judicial, Legislative and Executive Branch Decision-Making.” 2008 Appellate Judicial 
Attorneys Institute, Sept. 16, 2008. Sacramento, California. 
 
“California State Budget, Accounting and Information Technology Systems.” Dinner 
Speech for Local Chapter of Financial Executives International. September 27, 2006. 
Sacramento, California. 
 
“Surviving Transitions.” Government Technology Conference East. September 25, 2006. 
Albany, New York. 
 
“Court Solutions: Bringing It All Together.” National Center for State Courts’ Court 
Solutions Conference. September 20, 2006. Baltimore, Maryland. 
 
“An Update on Open Source.” Governing Magazine’s Annual Technology Conference. 
June 22, 2006. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
 
“The State of the State’s IT.” Government Technology’s State of the State Conference, 
October 5, 2005. Sacramento, California. 
 
“Organizational Dexterity.” Hansen’s Annual Technology Conference. October 3, 2005. 
Palm Springs, California. 
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“What I Did on My Summer Vacation.” Dean’s Council Meeting. September 25, 2000. 
Sacramento, California.
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Court Management.  Annual Conference K
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“Review of the 1995-96 Supreme Court Term.”  Constitutional Law Symposium.  
Sacramento, California.  July 14, 1996. 
 
“Opera and the Law.”  Dinner speaker at the February meeting of the California Judicial 
Council.  Sacramento, California.  February 26, 1996. 
 
“Reflections on People v. Simpson.”  Luncheon speaker at Rotary Club of Yuba City.  
August 18, 1995. 
 
“Review of the 1994-
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“The Independence of the Judiciary.” Speaker, 2020 Vision Symposium. December 10, 
1992. Judicial Conference of California. 
 
“Death by Lethal Injection.” 
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the Federal Bar Association, May 21, 1990. Sacramento, California. 
 
“Teaching Legal Research by Computer.” Speech at Second Annual Conference on 
Computers in Law. Sp


